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Goldwagen Challenge - Battle of the elements
The third round of the 2011 Pro Tour season held at the Kyalami Grand Prix Circuit on Saturday 16 April was another action packed affair. Despite a few of the top names in the field missing from the line up there were still 50 cars who would line up for the first race of the day! 
For the third event in a row, wet and cloudy weather conditions produced more than just a few interesting results, with a couple of new names and a few more familiar ones topping the podium at the end of the day.    
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Race 1 – Class A

A wet qualifying session saw Wayne Masters (Performance Masters Golf 4) back to his old form. He grabbed pole position ahead of Quinton Needham (8 Valve Performance / Ultra Vision Golf I) with Izak Cronje (GT Tamping Polo Classic) surprising all with a well placed third position. 
George Economides (Wealth Avenue Golf I) had a great start from the second row and slotted in behind Masters. Clayton Le Roux (Martin Le Roux Motors Polo Classic) was having a great return to racing as he slotted into third position on lap two with Andy Gossman (Auto Pro Roodepoort Golf II) and Waldie Meintjes (Performance Masters Polo Hatch) in tow. Gossman grabbed third position a lap later, bringing Meintjes along with him. 
Masters was unstoppable in the wet conditions and obliterated the rest of the field by more than twenty seven seconds to take the win ahead of Economides. Gossman held a late charging Needham at bay to claim a well placed third position.

Race 1 – Class C

Series newcomer Adrian Wood (Golf I) grabbed his first pole position in only his second event in the Goldwagen Challenge Series. Andre Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) would start alongside him with young Keagan Blanckensee (Xerox / Digilogix Golf I) in a well placed third.

Once again Needham got off to one of his customary dynamite starts to take the lead from Wood and the rest of the field through turn one. Craig Gammie (Ultra Vision Golf I) grabbed second position from the youngster before the end of the first lap only to lose the position to Wood on the very next lap. A determined Wood then passed Needham to take the lead on the same lap. Gammie then relegated Needham to third position on lap three. 
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Wood was masterful in the wet conditions...
Wood crossed the line more than twenty seconds ahead of his rivals in a highly impressive performance. Needham regained second position on the penultimate lap with Gammie only just holding Blanckensee at bay to claim third.

Race 1 – Class B

Class B results are pending due to an appeal. Results will be issued at a later date.
Race 1 – Class D

Deon Holliday (Centparts / Commercial Auto Glass Polo Hatch) grabbed pole position ahead of Ryan Tholet (Prend Properties Polo Hatch) with Darren Nathan (Sex Trader Polo Hatch) in a well placed third position.
The race got off to a controversial start when most of the usual front running field were forced to start from the pit lane after a misunderstanding in the pre race paddock. Justin Taylor (VW Techniques Jetta II) grabbed the lead ahead of Steve Hurley (Koni Polo Hatch) with the rest of the field in tow. Series newcomer Greg Nichles (Polo Classic) had a baptism of fire in his first Goldwagen Challenge race when he was caught out by the wet conditions and hit the wall through the infamous Sunset corner on lap two ending his race on the spot. 
Taylor relished in the wet conditions and romped home to victory ahead of Hurley. After running in a top three position for most of the race, Henry van Vledder (Batman Golf I) gifted third position to Darren Mortimer (Golf I) when he ran out of petrol on the last lap!  
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         NORBRAKE
Race 2 – Class A

Masters got off to another great start and led the field through turn one. Gossman slotted into second position with Economides in third. Economides then grabbed second position from Gossman on lap two. The race at the front of the field was much closer this time around with the leading threesome all within half a second of each other. 
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Masters was in top form in both races...
Masters held on to take a narrow victory ahead of Economides with Gossman chasing him all the way to the line to claim third.

Race 2 Class C

Needham grabbed the lead ahead of Wood and the rest of the field at the start of the second race. Unfortunately Wood ended his race in the kitty litter on the next lap after his car locked brakes heading into turn one. Paolo Piazza Musso (Piazza Motorsport Golf I) slotted into second position with Gammie and Blanckensee in tow. 
Gammie grabbed second position on lap four. Rookie driver Wayd Needham (Ultra Vision Golf I) ended his race in the unforgiving tyre barriers on the outside of the esses on lap five after he lost control of his car in the damp conditions.
Needham cruised home for an easy win in the weather shortened race. Blanckensee grabbed second position on the last lap with Piazza Musso relegating Gammie to fourth position on the same lap.
Race 2 – Class B

Class B results are pending due to an appeal. Results will be issued at a later date.
Race 2 – Class D

The second race got off to an eventful start when Holliday and Taylor touched going into turn three after the front shock on Holliday’s car broke going into the corner. Holliday retired on the spot as Taylor continued to battle with Tholet and Nathan for the lead. 

Tholet lost the lead on the fourth lap when his brakes locked up through Sunset corner causing him to spin out and drop way back in the field. Nathan grabbed the lead and never looked back. 
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Taylor sent the unique Jetta II into retirement with a Class win...
He went on to take the win ahead of Taylor with Rein Ellis-Clarke (Dialogic Management Services Golf I) grabbing third position from van Vledder on the last lap.
[image: image8.jpg]


        [image: image9.jpg]@;"3;?_’(@@

e




Report by: Greg Reilly                                     
Pictures by: Steve Wicks
Website: www.vwchallenge.co.za
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